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Airmen Certification Standards

• Helps in integrating aeronautical knowledge 
(“KNOW), aeronautical decision-making 
(“CONSIDER”), and flight proficiency skill elements 
(“DO”) rather than rote memory of metrics in 
maneuvers.

• Assist in the formulation of “plans of actions (POA)”  
by having clear definitions of areas where the 
candidates failed in the knowledge test and by 
guiding applicants through a realistic, scenario-
based experience.

• Does not change the time it takes to examine a 
candidate.



Airmen Certification Standards

(continuation)
• It is easier for the DPE because everything is 

clearly written in the ACS and helps in the post 
practical test evaluation.

• ACS codifies what examiners have already been 
using in their plans of action over the last 10 years.

• Helps instructors to evaluate how prepared the 
candidates are for taking the practical test

• Assist instructors in certifying that candidates have 
demonstrated satisfactory knowledge of the 
subject areas in which the applicant was deficient 
on the airman knowledge test



DPE concerns

• Difference of opinions on new definitions of 
maneuvers

• More paperwork



Thanks you.

Jorge E. Calaf

Inter American University of PR
School of Aeronautics

San Juan, PR 


